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NEWS RELEASE

June 12, 2007

Green Diamond Announces Agreement on California Aquatic Habitat Conservation Plan

Eureka, Calif. - Green Diamond Resource Company today announced that it has signed an agreement with the government on an Aquatic Habitat Conservation Plan/Candidate Conservation Agreement with Assurances (AHCP/CCAA) covering its timberland ownership in Del Norte and Humboldt counties in Northern California.  The plan seeks to conserve habitat for, and mitigate impacts on, seven aquatic species: Coho salmon; steelhead; Chinook salmon; coastal cutthroat trout; rainbow trout; the southern torrent salamander and the tailed frog.  The plan was negotiated among Green Diamond Resource Company, The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Association’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries Service), and the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.


“This plan is based on the application of science and sound stewardship over many decades of timberland management,” said Green Diamond President Bill Brown.  

“This is the third HCP the company has negotiated covering lands in California or Washington.  It reflects our long-term commitment to our resources and also speaks to the professionalism and dedication of our partners in this process at NOAA Fisheries Service and Fish and Wildlife,” Brown stated. 

 “We appreciate their support and guidance during this process.” 


“NOAA is very pleased to approve Green Diamond Resource Company’s habitat conservation plan,” said Rod McInnis, regional administrator for NOAA Fisheries Service. 

“The plan provides significant habitat protection and restoration for salmon while granting the company more certainty in planning their timberland management activities,” McInnis added.

 “This commitment to cooperative conservation by NOAA and Green Diamond will move Endangered Species Act listed salmon toward a long-term, sustainable recovery,” he said.


“This HCP/CCAA is based on sound science and includes measurable goals and objectives designed to meet the needs of the covered species,” said Steve Thompson, California and Nevada manager for the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service.  “In addition, by addressing the conservation needs of unlisted species, Green Diamond decreases the likelihood that these species will need to be listed in the future.”


Neal Ewald, Vice President and General Manager of Green Diamond’s California Timberlands, stated, “For fish, we have learned it is primarily sediment that has the greatest impact and roads are the primary source of such sediment.  This plan focuses on how roads are built, maintained and decommissioned and contains an ambitious legacy road improvement program that will accelerate repairs during the first 15 years of the plan.


 “Legacy roads are those present on our lands prior to our ownership or were constructed under state requirements that have since been updated and improved,” Ewald said.  Ewald also pointed out, “Upgrading these roads will result in water quality improvements early in the life of the plan, thus helping to provide the cool, clear water aquatic species need to thrive.” 


The conservation measures of this 50-year plan focus on assessing, conserving and monitoring the populations and habitats of the species covered under the plan and are designed to be a comprehensive conservation program.  The plan addresses several goals designed to improve habitat for listed species:

1) Maintain cool water temperatures consistent with the requirements of the individual species;

2) Minimize and mitigate human-caused sediment inputs;

3) Improve stream conditions through in-stream recruitment of large woody debris;

4) Monitor conditions and adapt elements of the plan to benefit the species covered under the plan.

“All of us at Green Diamond are excited about moving to the implementation phase of this plan.  In the months and years ahead, we will see improved habitat conditions across our ownership benefiting listed and non-listed species.  And, we will have the operational certainty we need to maintain a viable and productive business,” Ewald concluded.


Green Diamond Resource Company is privately held and headquartered in Seattle, Wash.  The company owns and manages timberland in California, Oregon and Washington and a lumber manufacturing business in California.   

